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Under the Resource Management Act 1991 

In the matter of an application under section 85 and clause 21 of the First Schedule  

of that Act  

 

Between Redmond Retail Limited 

ENV-2018-CHC-198 
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And Ashburton District Council 

Respondent 

 

And Nigel Gilkison 

Interested Party 

 

And Michael Hanrahan 

Interested Party 

 

And Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga 

Interested Party 

 

And Julie Luxton/Historic Places Mid-Canterbury 

Interested Party 

 

And Maxine Watson 
Interested Party 
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Evidence from Interested Party Julie Luxton 

Historic Places Mid Canterbury 
10th May 2019 

 
Why Heritage is Important 

Every town needs historic buildings to maintain a sense of permanency and heritage.  Old buildings 

teach us about the history that happened before we were born.  They promote respect for those 

who lived in different times and different societies.  

What is historic, and worth saving, varies with the beholder. Hence both Heritage NZ and local 

councils identify and list important buildings/sites to give them protection against developers and 

others who fail to see their value.  Simply put, historic listings mean this building or site is worth 

saving, a part of the community’s tangible past. 

Historic buildings are well known for bringing character and a certain charm to business areas.  Long-

time residents and visitors like to experience the ‘spirit’ of the place. Vestiges of other uses, 

awkward corners and mixes of style – they are something to talk about, they are homey, warm and 

reassuring. 

 



Former Cates Grain Store Worthy of Heritage Status’s 

The role this building has played in the past is hugely significant to both Ashburton town and district.  

Socially this building is important to our town as it tells a story of prosperity - grain 

growers/merchants that contributed hugely to building our society into what it is today.  It has a 

long, long history in our town -  Cates Grain Store was built in the late nineteenth century and used 

for grain storage or associated activities throughout that entire time, up until 2015.  Not many 

buildings could boast this length of use. 

It was once one of many grain stores constructed along West Street.  They were a sign of increasing 

agricultural prosperity in the district. With their size and distinctive shapes in this prominent 

location, they were considered to have significant architectural value. Today this is the only one left. 

Architecturally this building is an excellent early example of using laminated beams in a curved roof.  

The post and beam structure in the building is also an example of particular techniques being used.  

Valuing our remaining heritage buildings   

Once a piece of history is destroyed it is lost forever! 

Eight years ago central Ashburton had 31 significant historic listings.  (Please see the lists at the end 

of this submission.) 

If you take away the listed monuments and those since demolished due to earthquake damage, 

today we have 17 remaining historic buildings/bridge.  This includes the former Cates Grain Store 

and The Ashburton Arcade which is already earmarked for demolition and the former County 

Council building which will be demolished to make way for the new Civic Centre and library.  

We already know the former Cates Grain Store building has both social and architectural merit.  In 

fact the building’s architectural and social merit is almost of greater value now, due to there being so 

little heritage left in our town. 

Hardship 

I fail to feel sorry for the owners of the former Cates Grain Store, Redmond Retail Limited, who are 

claiming hardship as a reason for demolition.   

My points here are; 

- Redmond Retail Limited purchased this building knowing full well it has an A listing on the 

Ashburton District Council historic heritage schedule and a Category II listing with Heritage 

New Zealand. 

- Redmond Retail Limited applied to demolish this building before their purchase had officially 

occurred. 

- Redmond Retail Limited pulled out of mediation with the respondent and interested parties’ 

part way through 2018. 

Redmond Retail Limited are significant and long serving retailers and developers in the town of 

Ashburton.  The timing of their application to demolish indicates they had no intention of 

restoring/reuse of the historic and protected former Cates Grain Store. 

Historic Places Mid Canterbury did not understand how Redmond Retail Limited came to have the 

historic Ashburton Arcade removed from the districts listing of historic heritage.  When our group 



requested information from Ashburton District Council, it appears a mistake in procedure had been 

made.  This may have contributed to Redmond Retail Limited thinking, incorrectly, that the former 

Cates Grain Store demolition application would be handled in a similar way. 

Therefore in the Matter of the Resource Management Act 1991 and of application under section 

85 and clause 21 of the First Schedule of the Act between Redmond Retail Limited (Applicant) and 

Ashburton District Council (Respondent) I ask the court to decline the application to delist the 

former Cates Grain Store. 

 

 

For your information this “lost” list includes from our Central Business District; 

AG Wells Building 

Friedlander Building 

Nichols Building (Significant but not listed) 

Westburn Courts 

Former Tuckers Building 

Former St Stephen’s Vicarage,  

Capon Madden house  

Ashburton Railway Station 

St Vincent De Paul 

(9) 

I have attached photographs of these “lost” buildings. Other older buildings have also 

‘disappeared’ from our town’s landscape, and we only have to look at the area between 

Burnett and Tancred Street’s to see evidence of this.  

Within central Ashburton these historic buildings/monuments remaining;  

Cate’s Grain-store 

Church of the Holy Name  

Presbytery (Catholic) 

Footbridge (Railway) 

Plunket Rooms 

Arcade (Removed from listing and to be demolished) 

St Andrew’s Church (Presbyterian)   

Former Presbyterian Church 

Former ANZ bank 

Federated Farmers Building 

W Patching Building, 

Speights Ale House 

Pioneer Hall 

96-100 Burnett Street (Accountants) 

Court House 

Two Cenotaphs in Baring Square West 

John Grigg Statue  

Ashburton Clock Tower 

Post box on Burnett Street 



Former County Council Building (to be demolished to make way for new Civic Centre and Library) 

Baring Square Methodist Church 

(22) 

 

ends 

 

 



Heritage Buildings that remain 
Left: Baring 
Square Church 

 

 

Right: St  

Andrew’s 
Church 

 

 

Below: Former 
St Andrew’s 

Church 

Catholic Church 

Catholic Presbytery 

Railway Station Overbridge 

Clock Tower John Grigg Statue Pillar Box 

Cenotaph 

Boar War  
Cenotaph 



Heritage Buildings that remain 

Former County Council Building 

Peter Cate’s Building 

96 Burnett Street 

Court House 

Former Plunket Room 

Speight’s Alehouse 

Federated Farmers Building 

Pioneer Hall 
W. Patching Building 

Former ANZ Bank Building 
Arcade 



Recent Lost Heritage Buildings 

Friedlander Building photograph not located. 

Westburn Courts 

A G Wells 

St Vincent De Paul 

Ashburton Railway Station 

Former Anglican Vicarage 

Former Tuckers Building 

Capon Madden house 

Nicholl’s Brothers Building 


